PARENT INFORMATION

“DRAW NEAR TO GOD AND HE WILL DRAW NEAR TO YOU” JAMES 4:8a
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Dear Parents,
Australia needs young men and women who have grown up in a secure but
challenging environment with biblical values that last. In a rapidly changing
world, which places increasingly complex demands on the individual, there is
a need for young men and women who have the capacity to be leaders and to
stand up for that which they know is right.
Our children must have knowledge, flexibility and determination to succeed.
We want them to be young men and women with love in their hearts, caring
concern for others and the character to achieve whatever goals they might set
for themselves.
Among the young people who have this capacity will be those who have
learned to respect themselves and others and to love God and their fellow
human beings.
Horizon Christian School aims to develop students’ values and leadership
potential in a caring and Christian environment, through the work of
committed Christian teachers. We also encourage positive attitudes toward
staff, schoolwork and life in general. We foster the development of close
associations with parents regarding their child’s progress at school.
Horizon Christian School cares about its students being able to grow up
with positive values so that they may be fine citizens of the Kingdom of God
in Australia.
Yours faithfully,
MICHAEL CLISBY
Principal

Draw near to God,
and He will draw near to you.
JAMES 4:8A
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OUR SCHOOL
TRANSITION FROM KINDERGARTEN TO SCHOOL

SENIOR YEARS 10 TO 12

Starting school is such an important milestone in the life of a child

Throughout these years, every students’ sense of service,

and their family. A successful transition to school helps foster their

commitment, integrity, courage, and pride is encouraged in

enthusiasm for life-long learning and builds positive relationships

preparation for life beyond school. Students continue to discover,

ensuring your child enjoys a happy and successful start to school.

develop and celebrate their individual, God-given talents and

Children enrolled to start school at Horizon will experience school

strengths and emphasis is placed upon preparing students for further

life through a number of classroom visits in the term prior to starting

tertiary study, vocational study placements and future careers in their

school. They begin with short visits to the school once a week in

chosen field. Students are able to select from a range of Vocational

the morning and continue to visit over a five week period with visits

Education and Training (VET) courses, TAFE Certificate courses and

increasing to twice weekly and up to a full day session. By slowly

school based elective subjects in Years 10 through to 12, giving them

introducing your child in this manner, they become aware of what to

the opportunity to keep their future options open for further study and

expect on their first day as a student at Horizon.

job placements.

PRIMARY FOUNDATION TO YEAR 6

PASTORAL CARE

We provide an engaging place of learning for students with a strong

At Horizon, a positive and supportive culture is promoted and

emphasis upon the spiritual growth of each student. Students are

encouraged, and pastoral care features prominently in all aspects

provided with the foundation for valuable life skills in a Christ-

of school life. Our nurturing, safe and caring environment provides

centred environment, which nurtures and develops their Christian

students with the essential foundation for productive and happy

faith. Our Primary School places strong emphasis upon Literacy

learning outcomes. The management of Pastoral Care is implemented

and Numeracy using a combination of traditional and contemporary

through the school curriculum, House system and staff development.

concepts. Students are welcomed to school and encouraged to

Our dedicated and specialised Wellbeing team including Chaplains

support the caring and productive classroom settings that are

and Counsellors work to provide advice, support and assistance to

characteristic of our school.

students, staff and families if and when required.

MIDDLE YEARS 7 TO 9

LANGUAGE AND LOTE

Middle school offers a challenging and engaging curriculum

The opportunity to learn about and understand another culture

delivered by a smaller team of specialist teachers in a caring

in the world increases students’ global awareness and enriches

and understanding environment. We place great importance

their education and future career prospects. The knowledge of a

on strengthening quality relationships between teachers and

second language enhances linguistic and cognitive abilities and

students for positive and successful learning outcomes. In addition

increases creative output. This, in turn, extends the knowledge of

to academia, a diverse range of activities is offered to students

the first language. At Horizon, Indonesian is taught to students from

including health and physical education, art, design and technology,

Foundation through to Year 8. It is taught by a specialist teacher

agriculture, music, singing and drama. This provides students with

employed to teach the LOTE curriculum.

every opportunity to discover and develop their God-given talents and
strengths through both academic and extra curricular avenues.
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

TECHNOLOGY AT SCHOOL

This practical and valuable subject provides opportunities for

Students from Years 7-12 are required to bring their own device to

students to develop design ideas and skills with knowledge and

school for the purposes of learning in the classroom and at home.

understanding to make quality products with wood, metal in

This provides students with access to the latest technological

Technology Studies, and with food and fabric in Home Economics.

advances and provides an engaging and interactive platform in which

This subject requires the use of knowledge from additional subjects

students can develop thinking skills and learning outcomes. Please

such as science, maths and art and encourages students to take risks

contact the school for information about a recommended device.

and contribute ideas that are innovative and resourceful. Students
develop an understanding of how design and technology impacts
daily life and provides an opportunity to develop and apply valued
judgements in their own design and development projects as well as
in the projects of others.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Outdoor Education at years 11 and 12 provides students with learning
outcomes through activities outside of the classroom. It is a subject
that encourages students to develop new skills while learning
about the environment. The curriculum includes conservation and

A Computer Use Policy has been designed to safeguard students and
to ensure acceptable use of the electronic devices at school. Parents
are required to read and sign the policy. Insurance is also available
for devices through the school. Contact the office for more details.

SPECIAL LEARNING NEEDS
At Horizon, the staff and Special Learning Needs team aim to provide
high quality support for students with special needs. We support a
range of students diagnosed with varied disabilities and learning
difficulties.

sustainability and incorporates other subject fields such as Health

We have a team of Educational Support Officers who provide extra

and Physical Education, Geography, Science and Mathematics. It

support in a professional and caring manner. Our facilities include

teaches self reliance, leadership, management of personal risk,

specialised learning spaces, a sensory room, areas for life skills

and develops an understanding and value of the outdoors and the

education as well as spaces for our visiting Speech Pathologists,

opportunities it provides for health and well-being.

Occupational Therapist and Psychologists to provide therapy for our
students including those on the National Disability Scheme.

Our nurturing, safe and caring environment
provides students with the essential foundation for
productive and happy learning outcomes.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR
SCHOOL CAMPS

STUDENT LEADERSHIP ROLES

Camps provide children with the opportunity to experience

Students are encouraged to lead in a variety of ways including

independence, and pose challenges that when overcome, contribute

classroom responsibilities, sports teams, Year 6 Primary Leaders,

to self-confidence and resilience. From Year 4, students experience

Year 7-9 Middle School Leaders and Prefects. Prefects are a group

learning outside of the classroom in the form of school camps.

of Christian student leaders from Years 10-12. As student leaders,
Prefects are encouraged in their leadership, making decisions on

MUSIC
From Foundation, Horizon has a thriving Music program and
encourages students to enjoy learning a range of instruments from
Year 5. Horizon also provides students with the opportunity for
private music tuition by contacting the office.

behalf of the student body and upholding the ethos of the school.
They commit themselves to the role of student leader by displaying
good moral behaviour, presenting themselves well and generally
striving to do well in all aspects of school life.

HOMEWORK

EXCURSIONS AND PERFORMANCES

Homework encourages students to develop good study habits for

From Foundation, students experience learning beyond the

future years. The school policy requires regular homework to be given

classroom in the form of school excursions and performances. These

to students in all year levels. Teachers will keep parents informed

experiences occur throughout the year and compliment the planned

of the specific details of homework, via the child’s school diary and

curriculum in the classroom. Excursions provide an opportunity for

parents are encouraged to supervise homework tasks.

students to build on what they have learnt in the classroom and put
it into practice. It provides students with the understanding that
learning can happen outside of the classroom environment.

VOLUNTEERS
The school’s education programme is greatly enriched by the
participation of parents. When parents give service to the school,
they also benefit by gaining insight into the high quality of the school
programme. Parental involvement is vital in building a strong and
caring school community where we all work together for effective
teaching and learning. All parent volunteers are required to have a
current ‘Working With Children Check’.
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CANTEEN
The canteen offers students a selection of healthy and affordable

ANTI-BULLYING, HARASSMENT
AND BEHAVIOUR

drinks, snacks and lunch options every day at recess and lunch times.

Our approach to bullying and harassment is supported by a strong

Lunch orders can be placed from Monday to Friday through the Qkr

Christian ethos and an inclusive, whole school approach. Bullying,

app.or at school. Orders are filled and returned to each classroom at

harassment and violence are not tolerated at Horizon. We look to

the beginning of lunch time.

positively contribute to your child’s development by addressing any
inappropriate behaviour in a caring, Christian manner. Respect for
others and authority is taught and fostered and all behaviour at

BUS SERVICES

Horizon should encourage a positive learning and social environment
for everyone.

Horizon Christian School operates a bus service to support parents in

The Anti-Bullying and Harassment Policy ensures students, staff and

their desire to access Christian Education for their children.

parents can work together to provide a safe, caring and productive

The routes include:

learning environment that supports children in their learning and

•

Clare/Blyth

•

Hamley Bridge/Stockport

•

Two Wells/Lewiston

•

Owen/Mallala

•

Port Wakefield/Snowtown

•

Riverton/Auburn/Saddleworth

Students also have access to the network of government run school
buses, which bring children to Balaklava daily.

teachers in their teaching. Your child will be encouraged to develop
the following character-building qualities:
•

Self discipline

•

Hard work

•

Commitment

•

Dedication to a task

Your child will be encouraged to apply these qualities to all aspects
of their life.
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SPORT
ANNUAL SPORTS DAY
Our Sports Day includes a modified program for Junior Primary
students in Years Foundation to 3, including activities and games.
Students from Years 4 to 12 enjoy a competitive program of track and
field events.

ANNUAL SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Our annual swimming carnival is a huge Horizon community event.
Junior Primary students enjoy games and activities while our
Primary, Middle and Senior students participate in a full program of
competition and novelty events.

SCHOOL SWIMMING PROGRAM
Horizon’s Swimming Program is convened at the Balaklava Swimming
Pool in Term 1 of each year. This gives students an opportunity to
learn invaluable skills in stroke technique and water safety.

SACSA & SAPSASA
From Year 3, Students at Horizon are eligible to participate in SACSA
and SAPSASA Athletics, Sporting and Swimming programs held
throughout the school year.
Horizon has been well represented in recent years as a strong
sporting heritage is encouraged.
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SCHOOL INFORMATION
SCHOOL FEES

CLASS NEWSLETTER

School fees cover tuition, use of textbooks and consumable items.

Horizon values parent communication and uses a number of ways

Stationery, books and other materials remain the property of the

to keep parents informed about school events, classroom news and

school. A book shop is located in the front office for students to

student progress. Class newsletters are used to give Primary parents

purchase additional stationery. Items purchased are then invoiced

detailed information about planned events and learning highlights

to parents. As a small, Christian community school, we seek to keep

and include a curriculum overview. This is sent home to parents with

fees as low as economically possible. A full list of payment terms and

students or via email.

conditions can be viewed on our website www.horizon.sa.edu.au.

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE REPORTING

E NEWS
This electronic school newsletter is available to view every Wednesday

The annual School Performance Report can be viewed on the

afternoon via our website or by downloading the School E-news app.

website. It includes Teacher standards and qualifications, student

It includes current news, information about planned events and other
important school notifications to families.

attendance, Senior Secondary outcomes, funding and overall parent,
student and teacher satisfaction with the school.
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PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS

REPORTS

Parent/Teacher interviews are a great way to develop the learning

Horizon provides formal written reports to parents at the end of

partnership between home and the school. These are held at the

Terms 2 and 4 each year for students in Foundation to year 10.

end of Terms 1 and 3. Parents and teachers have an opportunity

Students in Years 11 and 12 undertaking SACE studies receive their

to discuss important issues that may arise and make agreed plans

written reports at the end of terms 1 and 3. These provide a detailed

together to support each child’s learning.

summary of the learning progress students have made and include
suggestions for further development.

Horizon values parent communication and uses
a number of ways to keep parents informed...
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Horizon Christian School
21 Gwy Terrace, Balaklava, SA, 5461
P: (08) 8862 2100 | E: admin@horizon.sa.edu.au

